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            Rev. Laning addressed the       

students and staff during chapel on   

January 28. Speaking from James 3, his 

very fitting and applicable speech      

focused on the governance of the 

tongue. 

 

 “Even so the tongue is a little member, 

and boasteth great things. Behold, how 

great a matter a little fire kindleth!”        

James 3:5 

abilities for God and His glory, but we use them for our own 
glory. We might begin to question a need for God, and will 
no longer put our trust in Him. We will begin to think that we 
can save ourselves. Clearly, we need to avoid this at all 
costs. Instead, we need to put on Godly humility, realizing 
that we are nothing apart from God. Nothing we do, no mat-
ter how good it may seem, is pleasing to God apart from 
Christ’s work for us on the cross.”  

-Ethan Brummel 

 

God calls us to treat our neighbor as ourselves. A 
humble man is considered a great man. God tells us this in 
James 4:6- “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, 
God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.” 
He rewards the man who sees, not himself first, but God 
first. He rewards the man who does everything to the glory 
of God alone. When we strive to walk as a humble man we 
are obeying God. Being humble isn’t easy. It isn’t easy to 
admit to others that you are proud. It 
isn’t easy to shake off that proud feel-
ing when you ace that test or score 
those points. It isn’t easy to ask the 
person sitting all alone to come and 
hang out. It isn’t easy to admit your 
faults. We all want ourselves to be the 
best we can be, but God calls us to do 
that in a way that is pleasing to Him.  

The humble man is given great 
reward. They may not be given what a 
proud man is trying to seek, but they 
are given forgiveness of sins! They are 
given victory in Christ! “By humility and 
the fear of the Lord are riches, and 
honour, and life.”-Proverbs 22:4.  The 
humble are exalted above that proud man. They (the 
proud) may seem the coolest, the most popular, or the 
most powerful, but in reality they aren’t. In God’s eyes they 
are the least among men. “And whosoever shall exalt him-
self shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall 
be exalted.”- Matthew 23:12. 

Instead of trying to be the best, for our own sake, 
we are called to be humble. We can see that pride is an 
earthly thing. To man, pride and glory on this earth is what 
everyone should try and get. To the believers, pride can 
lead to destruction. We are called to be lowly and humble. 
We are called to thank God for what he has given to us: our 
talents, our positions at work or school, our friends, rela-
tionships, etc. Everything we are given comes from Him. 
We are called to do everything to the glory of God. We are 
called to put others before ourselves and strive to walk our 
path on earth as Christ did, in humility and submission to 
God. “Let another man praise thee, and not thine own 
mouth; a stranger, and not thine own lips.”- Proverbs 27:2. 

-Sarah DeRoon 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

AT TRINITY:  

  

Feb 11  PT Conferences 

Feb 16 Presidents’ Day 

Mar 6 3rd Qtr Ends 

Mar 16-20   Spring Break 

Mar 25 8th Grade Day 

Apr 17     Dordt Band Festival 

Apr 18      State Music Festival 

Apr 24 Jr/Sr Banquet 

May 12 Spring Concert 

May 18 Graduation 
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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

        The Music department has been 
busy over the past months.  In addi-
tion to our daily routine of choir prac-
tices and band preparing for concerts, 
there are extra endeavors taking place 
throughout the day.   

        In November Trinity had its first 
participant selected to Iowa All-State 
Band.  Alexa Meyer traveled to    
Ames where she practiced with the 
band   for two days followed by a   

concert on Saturday evening.     

        On Saturday, January 10, Collin Heynen, Alexa Meyer, and Meghan 
Zevenbergen went to Morningside 
College where they participated in two 
different honors bands.  They prac-
ticed most of the day and a concert 
was held in the evening. 

        With a new semester underway 
some students will be applying for var-
ious scholarships.  One of these is a 
music activity scholarship.  Those ap-
plying for this need to audition in their 
chosen field; vocal or (continued p2)

Music Department Activities                                       Mrs. L. Kuiper 

 

       Art I and II students have begun their work 
this semester with studying perspective.  Art I 
students designed rooms using 1-point per-
spective; Art II replicated buildings from photos 
using 2-point perspective.  The Covenant Chris-
tian School of Lynden, WA, is featured in the 
pen & ink drawing to the right. Junior Dolan 
Boonstra used different stippling, crosshatch-
ing, and scumbing techniques to practice in this 
first-attempt drawing in preparation for his final 
project, a historic barn. 
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Modern History Diorama                                                                              Mr. K Warner 

 
Music Notes  continued . . . . .                              

instrumental.   This year we have had a few seniors come early, stay late, or work through break 

times practicing for their auditions.  Results of their labors will come later. 

            Upcoming events are the visit of Covenant Christian band on April 16, and the Dordt Band Festi-

val on Friday, April  17. The Solo/Ensemble Festival will be held at Central Lyon High on Saturday, April 

18.  Students have begun picking out music for solos 

and groups and will be getting together for practice and 

fine tuning their pieces over the next several weeks.  

This festival involves vocal, instrumental, strings, and 

piano.  Piano and vocal pieces are required to be mem-

orized.   

 Trinity instrumentalists also continue to play 

pep band at basketball games this season.  This is en-

joyable for the students and gives a little music while 

the crowd waits for the game to resume.  

 

 

  Modern History class has been studying the many 
conflicts that were going on around the world in the years 
after World War II, the most prominent being the Cold 
War between the Soviet Union and the United States. The 
Cold War was raging all over the globe; a struggle in ideo-
logies and governments between Democracy and Com-
munism. Two areas where it flared up to open war-
fare were in Vietnam and Afghanistan.  

 The US was heavily involved in Vietnam from 
1965 to 1975. Vietnam was notorious for the brutal jungle 
warfare where booby traps and ambushes claimed the 

lives of thousands of American soldiers. We tried to capture this on the left side of the diorama by building 
a dense forest of palm trees and hiding booby traps and ambushes in the undergrowth. 

 On the right side are the mountainous deserts of Afghanistan where the Soviet Union invaded in 
1979. The Soviet Union was met by fierce resistance from the Mujaheddin, a rebel force of fighters funded 
and trained by the United States. The Soviet Union was unable to defeat the rebel forces and after 10 
years of bitter fighting, retreated back in embarrass-
ment.  

 The diorama compared the similarities and differ-
ences in the two wars. Both wars pitted world superpow-
ers against an unorganized guerrilla army, and both wars 
saw the superpowers retreating. The differences were 
mainly geographical, with Vietnam being a lush humid 
jungle, and Afghanistan being a dry, barren wasteland. 
The diorama proved to be a very visual and fun learning 
experience for the class. 
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We do extensive writing in the senior 
English class. One of the assignments of early 
this semester was an essay tackling the thorny 
topic of dealing with our pride. The essays were 
3-5 pages long, so we can only include a few 
excerpts. Hopefully the reader can still enjoy a 
taste of what the students wrote.  

“We are called to be humble and avoid 
pride several times in the Bible. Proverbs 16:19 
says, “Better it is to be of an humble spirit with 
the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the 
proud.” Then Proverbs 29:23 says, “A man's 
pride shall bring him low: but honour shall up-
hold the humble in spirit.” Finally, Matthew 
23:12 admonishes us, “And whosoever shall 
exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall 
humble himself shall be exalted.” There are a 
hundred more warnings against pride just like 
these all throughout the scriptures in 
both the Old and New Testaments. 
Clearly, being humble and avoiding 
pride is the Biblical view.  

In everything we look to Christ 
as an example. He showed us how to 
live our lives, how to pray, and how to 
be humble. He was God, and yet He 
humbled himself to the lowly birth in 
the manger, a life of humility and ridi-
cule, and the lowliest most terrible 
death on earth. He even brought him-
self under the punishment of hell to 
save us from our sins. We have to 
learn from this. If anyone in the histo-
ry of the world had a reason to be 
prideful, it was Him. He was and continues to be 
the Almighty God, Creator of the Universe, Sov-
ereign God and King. He was the greatest Man 
that ever has lived and ever will live. No one is 
more worthy of praise than Him. Yet, he did not 
exalt Himself while on this earth.  

Christ lived the lowly life of a servant. In 
those days, a shepherd was a terrible lowly oc-
cupation. It was dirty, and you had to deal with 
the sheep all day, guarding them from harm. He 
lowered Himself into that position of being a 
Shepherd. He is the Great Shepherd and we 
are His sheep. If He did not exalt Himself and 
have a haughty spirit, then how dare we!  

Pride is also at the root of all sin as Rev. 
Eriks points out in his Standard Bearer article 

entitled “God’s Hatred of Pride.” The first sin 
ever was a sin of pride. Adam and Eve thought 
they could be as great as God by eating of the 
fruit. They took it into their own hands to try and 
exalt themselves in pride and arrogance. Da-
vid’s sin of numbering the people was a sin of 
pride. He was being conceited and wanted eve-
ryone to know how large his nation had grown. 
Pride manifests itself in the way scientists study 
the origin of the universe. They think they can 
find a way to take God out of the world. They 
want to say, “We did it. We found the way the 
universe was created. It was no higher being. It 
was us.” There are so many more examples, 
and pride is evident in the world around us eve-
rywhere we look. It is a sin, and it is the root of 
all other sins.”  

-Lindsey Van Bemmel 

 

 “There are references to 
pride in the Bible that speak of it in a 
good way. There are many places 
that tell us how we must boast in the 
Lord. This commands us to be proud 
in what God has done for us. Psalm 
34:2 and 44:8 are two good exam-
ples of this. “My soul shall make 
her boast in the Lord: the humble 
shall hear thereof, and be glad.” “In 
God we boast all the day long, and 
praise thy name for ever. Selah.” 
The number of passages in the Bible 
that condone pride are very few, and 

are all speaking of the same thing- pride in God 
our Creator, and Christ His Son.  
 As Christians, we must avoid any pride 
having anything to do with ourselves. Clearly, 
pride in one’s self is wrong. The Bible leaves no 
wiggle room in regard to this area of pride. We 
must avoid it at all costs, as it is a chief means 
Satan uses to lead us away from God. This 
pride first entered the world when Satan tried to 
exalt himself above God, and was banished to 
hell as a result of this sin. Having origin in the 
devil himself, this is the chief of all sins. When 
we get wrapped up in our own abilities, we no 
longer give glory to God as we should. We 
begin to think that we are who we are because 
of something we did, not because God made us 
that way. We no longer use our talents and  

Senior College Composition Essays                                                                
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